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Hindustan Cargo floats 2500-ton submarine to Russia for refit 

G PLN member Hindustan Cargo Lim-
ited recently carried out a tender for 
the Indian Ministry of Defence, which 

involved shipping a a 2,560 ton submarine from 
Visakhapatnam, India, to Severodvinsk, Russia, for 
a refit. The cargo had dimensions of 74.5 meters 
long, 12.8 meters wide and 14.73 meters high and 
needed to be secured to the semi-submersible ves-
sel Rolldock Sun by cradles to keep it in place. 
These were built locally in a dockyard in Visakha-
patnam and welded into place on deck. 

Because of the extreme weight of the load, it 
was necessary to partially submerge the Rolldock 
Sun to more than six meters so that tugs could tow 
the submarine piece into place with the aid of 
winches. The job, which involved considerable 
amounts of ballasting, was further complicated by 
the changing tidal conditions. Underwater cameras 
were used to ensure that the submarine piece was 
correctly positioned on the cradles. 

As Hindustan Cargo had not handled a consign-
ment of this magnitude before, the challenges be-
fore it were numerous, requiring precision planning 
and close coordination with the vessel crew and 
Vizag Port Trust (VPT) authorities. 

The RollDock Sun travelled to Russia via the 
Cape of Good Hope with a total transit time of just 
over 40 days. www.gpln.net  

Coast Guard 

vessels head 

to  Abu Dhabi 

Project Cargo and Yacht Transport, a 

GPLN member based in Istanbul, 

Turkey, has had a busy few months 

moving vessels, including a shipment 

of three Coast Guard vessels from 

Turkey to Abu Dhabi. 


