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Westlink wins at Indonesian pontoon 

W orking on behalf of the Snapper 
Mineral Sands Project in northern 
New South Wales, Australia, and 

with a tight schedule and window of opportunity, 
Westlink Logistics has seamlessly managed the up-
lifting and transportation of 10 large pontoons 
from Indonesia through the Port of Adelaide to 
Pooncarie in southwestern New South Wales. 

Weighing in at 75 tons each, and with dimen-
sions of 32 x 6 x 3.77 meters, transporting the pon-
�W�R�R�Q�V���S�R�V�H�G���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�O�L�Q�N���/�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V�·���W�H�D�P���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U��
of interesting physical challenges which were all 
passed thanks to professionalism, careful planning 
and a number of pre-visits to the Indonesian manu-
facturers. For example, since the chartered vessel 
was to be moored several kilometers offshore, it 
was necessary to use barges and tugs to transport 
�W�K�H���S�R�Q�W�R�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���U�H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���V�K�L�S�·�V���K�R�R�N�V���� 

The scheduling issues were compounded by 
unforseen circumstances which led to a delay of 
two weeks at the manufacturing plant. Quick think-
ing and robust negotiation skills were required to 

ensure that the chartered vessel (which had its own 
schedules to meet) did not leave without the cargo. 
As a result, the pontoons were stowed and shipped 
partly completed, and once the cargo was safely 
unloaded, Westlink arranged for a lay-down area to 
be made available at the Port of Adelaide so that 
fabrication could be finished in Australia �² thus 
saving the client thousands of dollars. 

�)�R�U�� �7�U�H�Q�W�� �5�R�E�V�R�Q���� �:�H�V�W�O�L�Q�N�� �/�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V�·�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
manager, the job is about looking at the challenges 
involved at the macro level, and planning for all the 

micro issues along the way. 
"Timing, reliability and close control 
of the cargo on its journey was para-
�P�R�X�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�L�H�Q�W���µ�� �V�D�L�G�� �5�R�E�V�R�Q����
�´�7�K�H�� �V�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �G�H��
veloped included a dedicated, direct 
charter voyage. We closely managed 
all aspects from the point of collec-
tion right through to ultimate deliv-
ery on site. 
�´�$�V�� �D�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �K�D�Q��
dling the first shipment, we have 
subsequently been awarded the con-
tract to transport a further 200 
smaller float line pontoons for the 
same project." www.gpln.net  

No snow problem for 
Interfracht team 

Interfracht Spedition, has just finished han-

dling blowers and air -exchanger systems bound 

for the mining industry in Murmansk, northern 

Russia. The cargo comprised a total of 2998 cubic 

meters with a gross weight of 344,234 kilograms. 

The goods were picked up by truck in different 

plants throughout Germany and shipped by char-

ter vessel to Murmansk.  

"And yes, there is snow in Germany!" said 

Andrea Grimm, managing director of Interfracht, 

"Not only in Switzerland..." www.gpln.net  


